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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Penarth  Urban  District  Council. 

Mrs.  Rogers  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  once  more 
drawn  up  in  accordance  with  Circular  1/54  (Wales)  of  the  Welsh 
Board  of  Health. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  district  was  18,760  and  the 
number  of  inhabited  houses  5,259. 

The  health  of  the  community  as  judged  by  vital  statistics  was 
satisfactory.  Out  of  317  infants  born  during  the  year,  only  three 
died  before  reaching  one  year  old.  This  is  by  lar  the  lowest  infantile 
mortality  figure  ever  recorded  in  the  district  (Page  8).  There  were 
over  200  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  notified  during  the  year.  This 
disease  is  a most  distressing  one  and  can  be  dangerous,  particularly 
in  the  young  infant.  I am  glad  to  report  that  preventive  immunisa- 
tion against  this  disease  which  was  first  made  available  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics  in  the  Autumn  of  the  year,  was  eagerly  taken  up 
by  the  mothers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  in  time  that  by  this  means  still 
another  infectious  disease  will  become  controlled  and  conquered  in 
the  same  way  as  Diphtheria.  Ten  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  occur- 
red during  the  summer  months,  three  of  these  had  some  degree  of 
mild  paralysis  but  all  made  a complete  recovery.  With  regard  to  that 
major  infective  disease  Tuberculosis,  the  picture  in  Penarth  is  some- 
what similar  to  that  in  the  rest  of  the  country,  in  that  the  number 
of  new  notifications  of  the  Pulmonary  disease  remains  up  which  is 
not  unexpected  in  view  of  the  extra  efforts  which  are  being  made 
to  ascertain  new  cases,  particularly  by  Mass  Radiography  surveys. 
Deaths  from  the  disease  however,  are  definitely  diminishing  and  the 
outlook  or  prognosis  in  any  new  case  is  a much  improved  one.  due 
in  the  main  to  earlier  diagnosis,  the  effects  of  certain  of  the  new 
drugs  and  the  great  progress  made  in  chest  surgery.  There  is  every 
reason  for  believing  that  the  early  segregation  and  treatment  of  the 
infected  person  by  increasing  the  number  of  beds  at  Tuberculosis 
Hospitals,  which  appear  to  be  held  up  by  financial  restrictions  and 
shortage  of  nursing  staff,  would  even  within  a decade  greatly  reduce 
the  Tuberculosis  figures.  Your  Authority  has  done  its  share  in  this 
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preventive  work  by  giving  high  priority  to  housing  applicants  where 
the  piesence  of  Tuberculosis  is  a factor,  and  it  is  worthy  of  record 
that  you  also  allocated  two  houses  to  key  nursing  staff'  l ) Sully 
Hospital. 

It  would  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  review  the  remarkable 
changes  in  the  causes  of  death  over  a period  of  fifty  years.  In  1900 
there  were  about  43,000  death  in  the  country  from  infectious  diseases 
such  as  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  and  Scarlet 
Fever,  whereas  in  1950  there  were  only  750  deaths  from  all  these 
causes.  In  a space  of  50  years  Preventive  Medicine  and  Therapeutic 
Advances  have  made  tremendous  strides  in  the  great  majority  of 
diseases,  without  as  yet  influencing  the  two  chief  causes  of  mortality 
today,  which  are  Cancer,  and  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation. 
The  most  obvious  result  of  these  changes  is  the  greater  expectation 
of  life,  e.g.,  the  percentage  of  over  65  years  age  group  has  more  than 
doubled  in  fifty  years,  see  (Page  10).  This  has  brought  in  its  train 
the  numerous  problems  of  the  aged.  During  the  same  period 
accidents  have  climbed  from  13th  to  5th  place  in  the  list  of  causes 
of  death  and  a fact  not  always  realised  is  that  the  total  of  home 
accidents  almost  equals  the  number  of  road  and  industrial  accidents 
put  together.  The  Road  Accident  figures  for  1953  show  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a million  casualties,  with  over  50,000  seriously  injured  and 
over  5,000  deaths.  These  figures  make  the  number  of  casualties 
at  any  one  of  the  major  battles  of  the  last  war  look  somewhat 
meagre.  Must  these  alarming  figures  be  regarded  as  inevitable? 
Since  voluntary  effort  and  Road  Safety  Education  appears  to  have 
dismally  failed,  then  surely  legislative  measures  must  be  brough  in 
after  a full  study  of  the  factors  involved. 

The  clean  handling  of  food  and  the  advising  and  tuition  of 
personnel  so  that  the  risk  of  initiating  an  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning 
is  reduced  to  a minimum,  is  one  of  the  more  important  duties  of  the 
department.  During  the  last  few  years  it  has  been  possible  to 
persuade  the  greater  majority  of  food  traders  in  the  town  to  install  a 
constant  hot  water  supply  of  of  the  small  Ascot  type  heater.  The 
number  and  types  of  business  premises  concerned  with  the  food 
trades  in  Penarth  is  shown  on  (Page  21). 

With  the  exception  of  a few  large  multiple  firms  the  standard 
of  cleanliness  prevailing  in  the  food  trades  in  this  country  compares 
most  unfavourably  with  that  in  several  European  countries  which 
I have  visited  during  the  last  few  years. 

I am  still  of  the  opinion  that  personal  tuition  on  the  spot  is  far 
more  effective  than  any  of  the  other  recognised  educational  methods. 
Television  has  a vast  potential  for  good  in  educating  a large  number 
of  people  and  I trust  that  in  the  near  future  suitable  short  pro- 
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grammes  will  be  introduced  which  will  have  a substantial  effect 
on  th^^tandards  of  hygiene,  and  the  reduction  in  the  numbers  of 
road  home  accidents 

The  building  of  724  houses  since  1946,  is  a record  of  which 
the  Council  can  be  proud.  During  the  year  189  families  were 
housed  by  the  Council,  112  of  them  in  a Wimpey  type  house.  This 
is  by  far  the  largest  number  in  any  post  war  year  and  was  due  in 
a large  measure  to  the  speed  at  which  the  Wimpey  houses  could 
be  constructed. 

With  regard  to  atmospheric  pollution,  the  problem  in  Penarth 
in  the  main  has  been  that  of  nuisance  from  dust  and  effluvia 
emitted  from  the  stack  of  the  Portland  Cement  Works  which  is 
situated  south  of  the  town  in  the  Cardiff  Rural  District.  The 
installation  of  a cyclone-percipitator  has  largely  done  away  with 
the  dust  deposit  byt  the  nuisance  from  stack  gases  still  occurs  on 
occasion.  This  is  apparently  caused  by  imperfect  combustion  due 
to  the  fuel  used  not  always  being  in  the  fine  state  of  pulverisation 
required.  The  management  is  co-operating  with  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Alkali,  etc.,  Works  and  the  Cardiff  Rural  District  Council  offcers 
in  taking  all  the  necessary  measures  to  minimise  this  nuisance. 

Occasion  to  take  action  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act  1948,  i.e.,  the  compulsory  removal  on  a Court  Order 
of  persons  “ who  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves  and  are  not 
receiving  from  other  persons  proper  care  and  attention  ” did  not 
arise. 


In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Council, 
colleagues  and  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their  help  and  co- 
operation throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

D.  TREVOR  THOMAS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Area  (including  fore-shore)  2,3*  ^ acres 

Population  (census  1951) 18  528 

Population  (mid-year  1953)  18  760 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  5.259 

Rateable  value  £143.293 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £565 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Total  Male  Female 

Number  of  live  births  (legitimate)  313  166  147 

Number  of  live  births  (illegitimate)  4 3 1 

Birth  Rate  of  Estimated  Population  16.9 

Number  of  still  births  (legitimate)  8 2 6 

Number  of  still  births  (illegitimate) 

Still  birth  rate  25.2  per  1,000  births,  and  0.42  per  1,000  estimated 
population. 

Number  of  deaths : 127  males,  94  females,  221  total. 

Death  rate  estimated  resident  population  .....  1 1.7  per  1.000 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  ....  ... . Nil 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  9.4 

Number  of  deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Number  of  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 


6 


k 


<40,^0  CO 
Ui  (Ji  O' 
03  N3 


CO 

O' 

o 


CD  CO 
4>-  4- 
CO  CO 


CO  CO 
4^  4* 

"J  04 


CO  CO 
-4  4^ 
O'  4L- 


2 

03 

ro 

03 

KO 

to 

03 

03 

03 

NO 

NO 

c 

I—* k 

04 

O 

CO 

CO 

t— ‘ 

TO 

3 

04 

O 

04 

ro 

NO 

TO 

03 

cr 

rD 

►< 

ft 

v 


i— ‘ i— ' h-*  i— i NO  i — i i — i i—> 

_4^  04  O'  04  '■J  i—  CD  4^  CO 

4ub>k)'oibo'4wI-‘ 


43 

ft 

3 

p> 


I — ‘ I — ‘ I—1  I — ^ I— ‘ TnO  I—1  I — ‘ I 

OiOiOiOlvipcOClM 

w In  b vt  b oi  J-  m (j) 


, w 
:a  i. 

• cl  ST 
3 
CL 


03 


ro^h— 

_04  04.04-~J00OCO03CO 

03  J_  CO  00  4l  4^ 


03 


C0C0M05M0)OMCT) 


2 

V 

3 

o 

*1 

pj 

3 


2: 

3 

3 

ce- 

rt 


to 


WK)K)(OK)4i03UtO 

OU14vjkimio“k3 


JSJI^^^fONONGNONO 

03  03  4l  i — i o NO  i — 1 CO  NO 

(O4OUC04Oi§w 


JO 

rD  _ 

crq  03  J 

5 ' >-i  of? 


CD 


ft 

CL 


4-  O pT  3 

^ot)  tr.c 

r»  O' 

*1  v<  <9 


2 

c 

3 

cr 

a 


to  4 u w 
CO  03  o CO 


p CO  (O  03  4 
•'4  bo  CO  i—  03 


43 

o 

43  . 


JO 

P> 


P)  <o 
O.  043 
O 2 

3 ^ 


W 

3 

H 

x 

jo 

> 

H 

W 

43 

W 

38 


O 

o 

o 

43 

o 

3 

c 

f 

> 

H 

O 

z 


cj 

z 

o 

w 

3 


w 

> 

73 


> 

H 

> 

r 

3 

> 

o 

w 

Co 


to 

HH 

JO 

H 

B 

&n 


> 

(P 

1“ 

m 


O 

w 

> 

H 

a 

c/j 


p 

£ 

rt> 


tr 

o 


jr 

n> 

to 

►?' 

«-+■ 

tr 

x 

3 

Q- 

o 

n> 

P 

tr 

JS 

p 

c+ 

n> 

C/3 

O 

*-s 

<■+ 

►xJ  ^ 

a>  a> 

§ 40 

3g 

or 


■c 

CD 

P 

>3 

v> 

5' 

w 

3 

°2~ 

&T 

3 

CL 

P 

3 

CL 

P 
►— * 
CD 

C/3 

O 

p“ 

3 

o 

M 

aq 

p 

3 

P 

3 

CL 


7 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


Table  II  shows  the  number  of  Births  and  the  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  for  the  County  and  District  of  Glamorgan  during  1 9.^1 


TABLE  II. 


District 

Number 

of 

Births 

Deaths 
under 
1 year 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 

Administrative  County 
of  Glamorgan 

11.897 

371 

31 

Aberdare 

552 

17 

30 

Barry  

727 

22 

30 

Bridgend 

224 

9 

40 

Caerphilly  

735 

27 

36 

Cowbridge 

12 

— 

— 

Gelligaer 

664 

21 

31 

Glyncorrwg 

183 

8 

43 

Llwchwr 

323 

12 

37 

Maesteg 

423 

14 

33 

Mountain  Ash  

525 

13 

24 

Neath  Borough 

448 

8 

17 

Ogrnore  and  Garw 

375 

16 

42 

Penarth 

317 

3 

9 

Pontypridd 

579 

11 

19 

Porthcawl 

139 

6 

43 

Port  Talbot  Borough  

836 

16 

19 

Rhondda 

1,666 

51 

30 

Total  for  District 

8,728 

254 

29 

8 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1953 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Cause  of  Death 


Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

Tuberculosis  (Other)  

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases  

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  the  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


All  Causes 
Total 


Male 

1 Female 

3 

1 

1 

4 

3 

7 

1 

— 

5 

1 

10 

5 

1 

1 

1 

27 

18 

30 

9 

2 

2 

14 

13 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 

11 

1 

1 

9 

2 

— 

1 

2 

2 

127 

94 

221 
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CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES, 

DURING  1953 


Diseases 

Hrs. 

Weeks 

To’l 

1st. 

M’h. 

Months 

Total 

24 

1 

2 3 

4 

1—313— 616—919— 1 2 

Meningitis 

- 

- 

1 

- 1 - 
1 

- 

. 



1 

- 

1 

Prematurity 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

Total 

1 

— 

- - 
1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

TABLE  SHOWING  AGEING  OF  POPULATION 


No.  of  Deaths  at 

Year 

Year 

| Year 

Year 

Ages 

1942 

1943 

1952 

1953 

65  and  over 

32 

59 

57 

60 

75  and  over 

71 

70 

| 108 

95 

Total 

103 

129 

165 

155 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


^der  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946  arrangement 
for  this  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Council, 
and  Immunisation  has  beeen  carried  out  as  formerly  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics,  schools  and  also  by  General  Medical  Practitioners. 


During  the  year  158  Infants  were  immunised. 


Year 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 


No.  of  Cases 
113 
65 
91 
23 
Nil 
5 
2 
5 
2 
2 
5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


No.  of  Deaths 
4 
2 
2 
3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  following  pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations 
were  made  at  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  : — 

Throat  Swabs  j 

Faeces?  Dysentery  2g 

„ ? Food  Poisoning  j9 

„ ? Paratyphoid  I 

^llk  60 

Water  
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Cases. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


During  the  year  the 
Pneumonia  


following  cases  were  notified. 

39  including  15  from  Llandough  Hospital 


Scarlet  Fever  21 

Malaria  1 

Erysipelas  5 

Food  Poisoning  6 

Whooping  Cough  209 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Post-Infectious  1 

Measles  15 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 

Meningococcal 

Infection 5 

Dysentery  4 


33 

33 

55 

55 

55 


*5 


*3 

55 


55 
5 3 


55 

5» 


4 55 

3 „ 


55  55 

55  55 

55  53 


55 


55 


55  55 

55  55 

33  33 


35  5) 

33  33 


Paratyphoid  Fever  3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Paralitic  3 

Non-Paralitic  7 


33 


33 


33 


33  3' 

33  33 


Of  the  above  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  the  undermentioned 


were  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals 

Food  Poisoning  1 

Scarlet  Fever  .....  5 

Whooping  Cough  3 

Erysipelas  2 

Poliomyelitis — Paralytic  3 

Non-Paralytic  7 

Pneumonia  .....  3 

Malaria  1 

Paratyphoid  Fever  1 

Acute  Encephalitis — Post  Infectious  1 


DISINFECTION 

Disinfection  of  Clothing,  Bedding,  etc.  where  necessary  is 
carried  out  by  arrangement  with  the  Cardiff  Health  Authority. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
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The  figures  shown  under  (1),  (2),  (3)  represent  the  following: 

(1)  Notified  by  Llandough  Hospital. 

(2)  Cases  treated  at  home. 

(3)  Cases  admitted  to  hospital. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  Chest  Physician,  Cardiff,  Dr.  S.  H Graham  has  kindly 
compiled  the  following  table  in  connection  with  the  treatment  of 
tuberculosis  during  the  year  1953.  The  figures  in  parentheses 
denote  the  corresponding  cases  for  the  year  1952. 


Number  of  new  cases  seen  ....  (268)  261- 

Number  found  to  be  suffering  from  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  ....  ...  (18)  16 

Number  found  to  be  suffering  from  Non- 

pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (3)  Nil 

Number  with  no  evidence  of  Tuberculosis  (235)  226 

Number  still  under  observation  (12)  22 


Number  still  under  observation  (12)  22 


Age  Period 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  1 
1—  5 
5—10 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

i 

— 

— 

10—15 

— 

| 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

4 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

1 

.1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  & Over 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

I 

14 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

23 

1 

2 

14 
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TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS 


1940-  1953 


Year 

No.  Notified 
Pulmonary 

No.  Notified 
Non  Pulmonary 

Total 

Deaths 

Recorded 

Total 

1940 

17 

7 

24 

9 

1941 

6 

9 

15 

10 

1942 

17 

2 

19 

8 

1943 

15 

7 

22 

8 

1944 

19 

6 

25 

8 

1945 

10 

3 

13 

6 

1946 

15 

5 

20 

6 

1947 

8 

3 

11 

6 

1948 

24 

2 

26 

6 

1949 

16 

6 

22 

6 

1950 

18 

3 

21 

4 

1951 

11 

5 

16 

10 

195J 

20 

1 

24 

2 

1952  1 

23 

5 

25 

2 

ADMISSION  TO  TREATMENT 


AGE 

PERIODS 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

0-5 

15  & i All 
5-15  Over  ! Ages 

0-5 

I 15  & 
5-15  Over 

All 

Ages 

M F 

M F ! M F i M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

Institutional 

1 

1 

1 1 1 

— 1 — I 3 I 4 

1 I 1 

3 

4 

1 

1 1 
i i 

Domiciliary 

1 

1 1 1 
— 1 — 1 4 | 2 
1 1 1 

4 

2 

— 

| 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Dispensary 

1 

— | 1 
-1 

1 1 1 

2 I — |47|31 

1 1 1 

48 

33 

1 

1 

i 

5 | 4 

1 

2 

6 

7 

15 


SWIMMING  BATHS 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  samples  of  the  Swimming  Bath 
Water  were  examined  at  the  County  and  Public  Health  Laboratory 
and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  degree  of  Chlorination  of  the  water  is  frequently  and 
quickly  checked  by  a simple  colorimetric  method  by  the  Baths 
Superintendent.  The  “ turn-over-period  ” of  the  Bath  water  when 
necessary  can  be  reduced  to  under  4 hours,  which  is  regarded  as 
satisfactory. 


SCHOOLS 

Situated  in  the  District  are  the  following  schools  : — 

Penarth  County  Grammar  School. 

Albert  Road  Secondary  School  (Girls). 

Albert  Road  (Junior  & Infants)  Mixed. 

Cogan  Secondary  School  (Boys) 

Ccgan  Echool  (Junior  & Infants)  Mixed. 

Victoria  School  (Junior  & Infants)  Mixed. 

Penarth  C.  of  E.  School. 

Penarth  R.C.  School. 

Fairfield  Primary  School. 

All  the  schools  are  provided  with  a constant  supply  of  pure 
water,  good  drainage  and  sanitary  fittings,  urinals,  etc.,  which  are 
flushed  with  automatic  tanks. 


VERMINOUS  INFESTATION 

Disinfestation  of  verminous  houses  is  carried  out  by  the  use 
of  Insecticides  containing  5 per  cent  of  D.D.T.  and  owing  to  the 
high  efficiency  of  the  treatment  it  is  only  very  occasionally  that 
re-treatment  is  necessary.  During  the  year  28  rooms  were  treated. 
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SUPERVISION  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


The  19  Purveyors  of  milk  in  the  district  are  made  up  as  follows  : 


Producers  5 

Producer /Retailers  3 

Other  Retailers  ....  8 

Non-resident  Retailers  3 


Close  supervision  was  maintained  by  the  Inspectors  on  Milk 
Distributors  and  all  dairy  premises  (other  than  dairy  farms). 


Designated  Milk. 


Number  of 
Samples 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

34 

34 

Nil 

Undesignated  Milk. 


Number  of 
Samples 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

11 

n 

Nil 

Samples  tested  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 


Number  of 

Number 

Number 

Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

15 

15 

Nil 

There  are  eight  farms  in  the  district,  the  cowsheds  of  which 
are  fitted  with  modern  drinking  bowls  for  each  cow,  and  are 
served  by  a constant  water  supply. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply.  ^ 

The  district  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of  the  City  of  Cardiff', 
and  receives  a constant  service  of  upland  surface  water  from  the 
Brecknock  Beacons. 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  samples  are  taken  to 
the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination. 

The  number  of  samples  collected  from  various  points  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  are 
set  out  hereunder  : — 


Type  of 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Sample 

Taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Bacteriological 

6 

6 

Nil 

Chemical 

1 

1 

Nil 

Total  

7 

7 

Nil 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Population 

Population 

Persons 

Dwelling-houses 

supplied  from 

supplied  from 

supplied  by 

served 

Public  Water 

Standpipe 

piped  supply 

Mains 

from  Well 

5,259 

18.760 

Nil 

Nil 

RAINFALL 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  1953  was  34.11  inches,  and  rain  fell 
on  152  days. 

One  inch  of  rain  or  over  fell  in  twenty-four  hours  on  three 
occasions,  the  highest  rainfall  being  recorded  on  the  29th  August, 
when  1.75  inches  fell. 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

''  ^re  are  20  butchers’  shops  in  the  district,  and  all  shops  and 
vehicles  to  which  the  meat  regulation  apply  were  frequently 
inspected  and  surveyed. 

During  the  year  the  following  articles  or  food  were,  upon 
examination  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were 
voluntarily  surrendered. 


Apples  in  Syrup 

23  tins 

Apricot  Pulp 

1 tin 

Apples 

7 tins 

Apricots 

34  tins 

Apple  Puree  . . . 

8 tins 

Bacon 

46^  lb. 

Brisling 

1 tin 

Bananas 

5 tins 

Baby  Food 

12  tins 

Blackcurrants 

17  tins 

Beans 

170  tins 

Butter  Beans 

8 tins 

Bilberries 

18  tins 

Bilberries 

3 jars 

Boned  Chicken 

2 tins 

Beef  ... 

338f  lb. 

Black  Puddings 

6 lb. 

Beef  Cereal  . . . 

12  tins 

Chocolate  Marshmallo 

ws  9 

Calves  Tongue 

5 tins 

Cherries 

133  tins 

Cheese 

72  pkts. 

Cheese 

43  boxes 

Cheese 

G4£  lb. 

Cream 

23  tins 

Corned  Beef  ... 

7 lb. 

Corned  Beef  ... 

16  tins 

Crab  ... 

6 tins 

Corned  Mutton 

4 tins 

Celery 

2 tins 

Chicken 

56  lb. 

Damsons 

43  tins 

Dundee  Cakes 

4 

Evaporated  Milk 

41  2 tins 

Figs  in  syrup 

4 tins 

Fruit  Salad  ... 

14  tins 

Fruit  Salad  ... 

1 jar 

Flour 

15  lb. 

Grapefruit  Juice 

13  tins 

Grapefruit 

10  tins 

Greengages  . . . 

23  tins 

Grapes 

1 tin 

Ham  ... 

37  tins 

Ham  ... 

77  lb. 

Irish  Stew 

47  tins 

Tellied  Veal 

9f  lb. 

Jellied  Veal  ... 

7 tins 

Jellies 

75 

Jam 

33  tins 

Luncheon  Meat 

113  tins 

Luncheon  Meat 

5f  lb. 

Lobster 

16  tins 

Liver 

8 lb. 

Loganberries 

5 tins 

Minced  Beef  Loaf  ... 

153  tins 

Mincemeat  ... 

1 jar 

Meat  Loaf 

1 5 tins 

Meat  Pies 

18 

Mutton 

4 tins 

Mixed  Fruit  ... 

2 tins 

Marmalade  ... 

4 tins 

Oats  ... 

1 pkt. 

Orange  Juice 

22  tins 

Ox  Tongue  ... 

1\  lb. 

Ox  Tongue  ... 

4 tins 

Olives 

2 jars 

Pigs  Tongue  ... 

1 tin 

Pressed  Beef  ... 

li  lb. 

Pilchards 

21  tins 

Pineapple 

63  tins 

Pineapple 

2 jars 

Prunes  

7 tins 

Prawns 

2 tins 

Peaches 

30  tins 

Plums 

1 jar 

Plums 

287  tins 

Pears 

39  jars 

Pears 

28  tins 

Peas  ... 

254  tins 

Prunes 

67  tins 

Pork  Links  ... 

10  lb. 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

38  tins 

Pork  ... 

lli  lb. 

Pork  Pie 

3 lb. 

Pork  Snax 

1 tin 

Pork  Pies 

2 

Pork  Sausage  Meat  ... 

6 lb. 

Raspberries  ... 

13  tins 

Rice  ... 

7 lb. 

Rabbit 

6 tins 

Salmon 

20  tins 

Sugar 

2 cwt. 

Shrimps 

22  tins 

Strawberries  ... 

59  tins 
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Soup  ... 

Stewed  Steak 

Spinach 

Sausages 

Sausages 

Spaghetti 


..  119  tins 
. . i44  tins 
4 tins 
..  3 tins 

..  592i  lb. 
18  tins 


Semolina 
Savoury  Ducks 
Sardines 
Tomatoes 
Tomato  Juice  ... 
Tongue 


1 pkt 

99 

7gj5 

158  uns 
10  tins 
5 tins 


FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1938-50 

Food  Analysis. 

This  work  was  carried  out  by  the  County  Sanitary  Inspectors 
and  the  following  is  their  report  of  Samples  taken  in  the  district 
during  1953. 


Milk  

Coffee  & Chicory  Essence 
Bun  Flour 

Yorkshire  Pudding  Mixture 
Self  Raising  Flour 
Marmalade 
Table  Jelly 
Shredded  Beef  Suet 

Sponge  Mixture  

Blancmange  Powder 
Canned  Fish 
White  Pepper 
Cocoa 

Cake  & Pudding  Mixture 
Cake  Flour  Mixture 

Mustard  

Tomato  Sauce 
Jam 

Halibut  Liver  Oil  Capsules 

Aspirin  Tablets  

Yeast  Vite  Tablets 

Ice  Cream 

Tea 

Cornflour  

Orange  Squash 
Butter 

Curry  Powder 

Pearl  Barley  

Dessert  Powder 
Lemonade  Crystals 
Meat  Paste 
Sugar 
Mincemeat 


Samples  taken  Unsatisfactory 
67  — " 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
5 
3 
2 

3 
1 
1 
1 

1 

4 

2 
1 

2 — 

1 
1 
1 
1 

2 

1 — 

2 

1 

1 

1 — 

I — 

1 
1 
1 
1 


'Total  117 
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No.  of  Food  Premises  in  area. 

O Grocers  46 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  6 

Fishmongers  4 

Fish  Shops  (Fried)  .. ..  7 

Greengrocers  10 

Pie  Manufacturers  1 

Butchers  20 

Greengrocers  and  Grocers  9 

Greengrocers  and  Fishmongers  9 

Cafes  19 

Crisp  Potato  Manufacturer  1 


Total  132 


No.  of  Food  Premises  Registered  by  Type  of  business  under  Section 
14  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  and  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations  1949. 


For  manufacture  of  Sausages  Potted, 

Pressed,  Pickled  or  Preserved  Foods  14 
Number  of 

Ice  Cream  Registrations  51 

Dairies  Registered  9 

Total  74 


No.  of  Inspections  of  Registered  Food  premises. 


Meat  Shops  373 

Dairies  ... . 139 

Ice  Cream  Premises  204 


716 

Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

By  burying  on  refuse  tip. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Regular  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  factories  in  the 
district  as  shown  in  the  following  Tables  : — 

1. — Inspections. 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

29 

194 

7 

(2)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  ... 

38 

99 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  f (excluding 
out-workers’  premises)... 

Total  ... 

67 

293 

7 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Found  j P 

.emedied 

Refe 

To 

H.M. 

Inspector 

rred 

By 

H.M. 

Inspector 

Number  ot 
Cases  in 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (SI) 

7 

7 

_____ 

. 

— 

Overcrowding  (S2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temp.  (S3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

Ventilation  (S4) 





_ 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S6 





_ 



— 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 





_ 



— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out- 
work) 

— 



— 

— 

Total  ... 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


o 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  routine  inspection 
work  performed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 


GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 


Accumulations 
Animals  kept 
Cesspools 
Closets,  Water 
Complaints 
Dirty  Houses 

Drains — Existing  

„ Obstructed 

„ Relaid 

„ Smoke  Tested 

Infectious  Diseases 
Interviews  

Public  and  Private  Conveniences 
Rooms  Disinfected 
Rats  and  Mice 
Schools 

Smoke  Observations 
Smoke  Special  Visits 
Verminous  Premises 
Miscellaneous  Visits 
Cinemas 


37 

17 
135 
404 
548 

6 

149 

121 

28 

18 
34 

1,045 

135 

33 
253 

34 
2 
4 

27 

648 

25 


HOUSING. 


Houses  Inspected 
Houses  Re-inspected 


421 

1,019 


FACTORIES. 


F actories — Mechanical 
„ Non-mechanical 

Bakehouses  

Laundries  


194 

95 

113 

6 


23 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspections 
Shops — Meat 
„ Fish 

„ General  Provisions 

„ Other 

Food  Preparation  Premises 
Dairies 

Samples — Milk  Bacteriological 
Ice  Cream  Premises 


^ 375 
237 
64 
437 
182 
277 
139 
45 
153 


HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1953 


Local  Private 
Authority  Licence 

Number  of  Houses  completed  during  1953  189  21 

Number  of  Houses  partly  completed  80  17 

Number  of  families  re-housed  in  New  Council 

Houses  186 


Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

1.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  the 


Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

421 

2. 

Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

222 

3. 

Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  officers 

153 

4. 

Action  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(a) 

Number  of  Notices  served — 

Preliminary 

112 

Statutory 

23 

(b) 

Number  of  dwellings  which  were  rendered 
fit  by  owners  after  service  of  notice 

50 

(c) 

Number  of  dwellings  which  were  rendered 
fiy  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

Nil 

(d) 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which 
demolition  orders  were  made 

Nil 

(e) 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which 
closing  orders  were  made  

Nil 
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5.  Action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  : — 

O(a)  Number  of  Notices  served — 

Preliminary  110 

Statutory  16 

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  by  owners  after  service  of  notice  103 

(c)  Number  of  dwellings  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owner  Nil 

NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Result  of  Service. 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  548 

Verbal  intimation  resulted  in  a considerable  amount  of  work 
being  executed  without  the  need  for  further  action. 

Sanitary  improvements  were  carried  out  and  defects  remedied 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Exterior  Works. 

Roofs  repaired  and  renewed  66 

Rain  water  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  renewed  and  repaired  47 

Walls — rebuilt  or  repaired  19 

Yard  area  relaid  10 

New  Fascia  Boards  provided  2 

Conservatory  roof  repaired  .....  2 

Boundary  Walls  repaired  10 

Chimney  Stack  repaired  ....  .....  12 

Exterior  Cement  Rendering  Renewed  30 

Disused  Coal-House  taken  down  .....  1 

Main  Walls  taken  Down  and  Rebuilt  ...  6 

Lead  Valley  Provided  2 

New  Wash-House  Built  , 1 

New  Door  Provided  .....  1 

Front  Entrance  Path  relaid  1 

New  Steps  provided  g 

Defective  Yard  Gulley  renewed  4 

Soil  Pipe  repaired  or  renewed  3 

Accumulation  of  refuse  cleared  37 

Walls  Repointed  2 

Front  Entrance  Gate  repaired  1 

Interior  Works. 

Defective  Wash  Boiler  repaired  1 

Obstructed  Chimney  Flue  cleared  2 

Windows  eased  jg 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired 1 

Defective  Hearth  renewed 

Door  Furniture  24 
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Balluster  rails  to  stair  repaired  ... . 6 

New  Opening  Fanlight  Fixed  ^ 1 

New  Sinks  provided  ^ 6 

Walls  replastered  internally  .. ..  78 

Fire  Grates  repaired  30 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  29 

New  Skirting  Boards  provided  8 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  53 

Chimney  Flues  repaired  1 

Windows  and  Frames  repaired  86 

Walls  Rendered 

Ceilings  renewed  or  replastered  43 

Stairs  repaired  3 

Water  Taps  repaired  2 

Sashcords  provided  ....  22 

Dampness  in  walls  remedied  23 

Defective  Mantleshelves  repaired  3 

Walls  Li  me  washed  7 

New  Water  Closet  Pan  Seat  provided  4 

Cupboards  repaired  or  renewed  2 

Drainage. 

Cesspools  cleared  and  cleansed  135 

Drains  repaired  and  relaid  28 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  and  cleansed  121 

Obstructed  water  closets  cleared  3 

New  pedestal  water  closet  pans  provided  9 

New  flushing  tanks  provided  1 

Flushing  tanks  repaired  6 

New  manholes  provided  3 

Water  Closet  Compartment  taken  down  1 

Waste  pipes  repaired  6 

New  Waste  Channel  provided  8 

Defective  Joint  between  Flush  Pipe  and  Water  Closet 

renewed  ....  2 

Flooded  Cellar  cleared  4 

Defective  Manholes  repaired  3 

New  Grid  provided  to  Yard  Gulley  1 
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following  shows  the  amount  of  routine  work  carried  out 


and  the  results  achieved. 

Number  of  visits  to  rat  infested  premises  1.752 

Number  of  reservoir  infestations  found  Nil 

Number  of  major  infestations  found  Nil 

Number  of  Minor  Infestations  found  256 

Number  of  Complaints  dealts  with  253 


Surface  Campaign. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-three  complaints  were  received  by  the 
Department  of  premises  infested  with  rats  and  mice. 

As  a result  of  these  complaints  and  routine  work,  1,752  visits 
were  paid  to  various  premises  and  256  treatments  carried  out,  using 
the  methods  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

In  some  cases  “ Block  Control  ” was  carried  out  and  the  sewers 
and  house  drains  adjacent  to  infested  premises  treated.  House 
drains  were  also  examined  and  in  14  dwelling  houses  defects  were 
found  and  remedied. 


Sewer  Campaign. 

As  in  previous  years,  two  maintenance  treatments  were  carried 
out  in  accordance  with  directions  received  from  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

During  each  treatment  520  manholes  and  side  entrances  were 
inspected  and  in  the  treatment  carried  out  during  October,  it  was 
found  that  approximately  22%  of  the  manholes  showed  evidence  of 
Rat  Infestation  and  that  in  some  areas  the  sewers  were  found  to  be 
comparitively  free  of  rats. 

The  main  infestation  however,  was  again  found  in  the  North 
Ward  and  after  talks  with  Ministry  Officials,  it  was  agreed  that 
during  1954  quarterly  treatments  should  take  place  in  this  area  in 
an  endeavour  to  reduce  the  infestation. 
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